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INTRODUCTION

The 3rd Aquaculture Congress 2024, titled "Defining a
Resilient Future" was held on June 28-29 at the Megaron
Athens International Conference Centre, with participation
exceeding all expectations.

The Congress was organized by AMBIO S.A., one of the
oldest consulting firms in Greece, with the support of the
Hellenic Aquaculture Producers Organization (HAPO) and
the scientific support of the Agricultural University of
Athens. The event was held under the auspices of the Minis-
try of Rural Development and Food, the Ministry of Environ-

ment and Energy, and the Ministry of Development.

India was the Honored Country, while Xiao
Junzheng, Ambassador of the People’s Republic
of China, delivered a greeting speech. A delegation from
the Somali Ministry of Fisheries and the Blue
Economy participated, along with a large contingent from
the United Arab Emirates.

Executives from the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of
Environment & Energy, the Ministry of Rural Development &
Food, the General Secretariat for Research & Innovation,
and the Agricultural University of Athens were present.
Representatives from the Hellenic Centre for Marine
Research, the Hellenic Organisation of Aquaculture
Producers, and various European public bodies and institu-
tions also attended, including the DG-Mare Directorate of
the EU, the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediter-
ranean (GFCM), the Federation of European Aquaculture
Producers (FEAP), and the Spanish Aquaculture Business
Association (APROMAR).

The Congress welcomed 530 participants on the first
day and 380 on the second, in addition to 140 partici-
pants who followed the proceedings online. The interna-
tional character of the Congress was highlighted by the
presence of 78 speakers from 14 countries: Greece,
India, Great Britain, France, Norway, Germany, Denmark,

Spain, Iceland, Israel, ltaly, Belgium, Portugal, and the
USA. Additionally,35 sponsored exhibition stands
from 11 countries were set up in the foyer.

The Aquaculture Congress 2024 was the third in a series
of successful sectoral conferences, following events
in 2018 and 2022, and has now established itself as
an insitution in the international aquaculture community.
The theme "Defining a Resilient Future" reflected current

needs and discussed developments and trends in the indus-

try.

The two-day Congress concluded that, despite the
challenges, the industry remains resilient and dynamic.
strengthened by recent crises, and ready for future
advancements. Emphasis was placed on the urgent need to
resolve spatial planning issues, complete the approval of
PDOs, and improve communication and cooperation
between sectoral bodies, companies, ministries, regional
and local authorities, and local communities.

The adoption of advanced technological solutions and
applications in production was highlighted, as well as the
investment community's interest in Greek fish aquaculture,
which continues to lead Mediterranean fish production in
the EU. The participation of numerous exhibitors from differ-
ent sectors highlighted the positive impact of aquaculture
on other areas of the national economy.

The Aquaculture Congress 2024 proved particularly signifi-
cant for the Greek aquaculture industry, serving as a
catalyst for stakeholder interaction and promoting responsi-
ble and innovative practices to ensure a sustainable and
resilient future for the sector.



Mr. Apostolos Touralias, President of HAPO,
emphasized the significance of sustainability and the
sector's international recognition of the aquaculture sector,
emphasizing the need for strategic planning, investments,
and the resolution of administrative delays. Mr. Filippos
Petridis, President and CEO of AMBIO S.A,
highlighted the need for a robust spatial framework and
enhanced international cooperation for the sustainable
development of Greek aquaculture, with a focus on export
potential and innovation in the sector.

On the second day of the Conference, discussions covered
national and European policies and funding in aquaculture,
as well as Sustainable Development - ESG. Of particular
interest were the speeches by the Conference Sponsors on
Innovation in Aquaculture and the role of advanced
technology. In parallel, the 3rd working group dealt with
Fish Health Management.

The sessions on the second day were attended by the
Deputy Minister of Rural Development and Food, Mr. Chris-
tos Kellas, Mr. Grigoris Zafeiropoulos, Secretary General
of Decentralized Administration of Attica, Mr. Georgios
Stratakos, Secretary General of Rural Development and
Food, Mr. Athanasios Kyriazis, Secretary General of
Research and Innovation at the Ministry of Development,
and many high-ranking officials from the Ministries of Rural
Development & Food and Environment & Energy. Greetings
were also delivered by Dr. Eleni Miliou, Vice-Rector of the
European University, from the Agricultural University of
Athens, and Dr. Irene Mantzouni, EUSAIR Coordinator,
from the Ministry of Rural Development and Food.

Key officials from the European Commission were also
present, including Mr. Stylianos Mitolidis, Director of Fisher-
ies Policy in the Mediterranean and Black Sea (DG Mare),
and Ms. Evi Lardi, Policy Development Administrator at the
Directorate-General for Maritime Policy and Fisheries.
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The congress successfully brought together experts,
industry representatives, and government officials, creating
a platform for meaningful discussions on the current
challenges and future prospects of the sector. Participants
had the opportunity to gain insights from prominent experts
and engage in in-depth discussions across a broad range

of topics, thereby enhancing understanding and reinforcing

strategies for the sustainable advancement of aquaculture.




ABOUT

The 2024 Aquaculture Conference set out to spotlight the
evolving challenges and emerging opportunities within the
aquaculture industry, shaped by pressing environmental
demands and the swift pace of technological progress.
With the European Union's Green Deal at the heart of
discussions, industry leaders, innovators, and policymakers
gathered to explore how aquaculture can play a pivotal
role in reducing the global carbon footprint and advancing
sustainable development. The focus: rethinking business
practices to align with the EU’s ambitious climate neutrality
targets.

A central theme of the conference was the industry's
transition towards a greener, more competitive aquaculture
model—one that embraces the principles of the circular
economy and adapts to climate change. Keynote speakers
unveiled cutting-edge innovations in production processes,
all aimed at minimizing resource consumption, preserving

biodiversity, and elevating the quality of farmed seafood.

Aquaculture, one of the fastest-growing sectors in global
seafood production, continues to be a key player in
Greece's export market. A staggering 78% of the country’s
aquaculture products are shipped abroad, with total
production reaching 130,000 tons in 2023. These exports,
valued at over €600 million, further cement Greece's role
as a leader in Mediterranean aquaculture, where it
accounts for roughly 22% of the region’s sea bream and

sea bass output.

The global aquaculture scene is no less dynamic.
Worldwide production continues to expand at an
impressive 5% annual rate, with Asia driving this growth,
contributing 92% of the total output. China stands firmly at
the forefront, producing more than 70 million tons.
Meanwhile, the European Union faces a significant gap
between domestic production and demand, importing over
70% of the seafood consumed by its citizens. Within the

EU, Spain, France, ltaly, and Greece dominate production.

Greece's aquaculture industry is riding a wave of success,
particularly in the cultivation of sea bream and sea bass—its
signature products. In 2023, production increased by 5%
compared to the previous year, with the majority of exports
destined for European markets, including ltaly and Spain.

Beyond its economic impact, the conference also
highlighted the vital role of aquaculture in promoting social
and economic development in coastal and island
communities. Aquaculture directly and indirectly supports
over 12,000 jobs in Greece, offering much-needed
employment in these often-remote regions. The industry’s
appeal to foreign investors continues to grow, with new
production facilities springing up across the country, further
invigorating local economies and providing substantial job
opportunities.

As the Greek aquaculture sector continues to thrive, the
accumulated expertise and knowledge position Greece as
a leading force in European aquaculture. The country
stands poised to become a beacon of sustainable
development, offering a roadmap for other nations to

follow as they navigate the evolving landscape of global

seafood production.
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The Congress featured four main sessions and four workshops during its two-day program, covering the following topics.

»@ Investment and Financing in Aquaculture

»@ Aquaculture and Climate Change

»@ International Market Trends for Aquaculture Products

»@ Health and Aquaculture

»@  Policy and Funding

»@ Innovation in Aquaculture - Advanced Tehnology Adaptation
»@  Fish Health Management

»€@  Sustainable Development - ESG




PROGRAM | Nikos Skalkotas Hall

DAY 1 - 28 June 2024

09.00 - 10.00
10.00 - 11.00
Diamntis Seitanidis
Kostas Tsiaras
Dimitris Melas

Xiao Junzheng

Michalis Katrinis

Apostolos Touralias

Filippos Petridis

11.00- 11.30

Registration

Opening Ceremony

Moderator Journalist

Minister of Rural Development and Food

General Secretary, Hellenic-Indian Chamber, Former Minister

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People's
Republic of China to the Hellenic Republic

Member of the Central Committee and the Political Assembly of
PASOK-Movement for Change

Chairman BoD HAPO, Harvesting Director & Member of BoD
AVRAMAR GROUP

President and CEO AMBIO S.A.

Coffee break
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11.30 - 13.00 First Session. Investment and Financing in Aquaculture
Nikolaos Papathanasis Alternate Minister of Economy and Finance

Keynote Speech
Stelios Morfidis Moderator Journalist
Stylianos Mitolidis Director, Fisheries Policy Mediterranean and Black Sea, DG MARE
Prof. Haris Lambropoulos President, Hellenic Development Bank of Investments S.A.
Theofilos Mitsakos Head of Securities Services, Asset Management, Wealth

Management Ops & Chennai site Lead, Board Director & Head of
Transversal functions BNP Paribas India Solutions Pvt. Lid. (ISPL)

Simeon Diamantidis Chief Executive Officer, DIOPAS S.A. & President of Greek

Exporters Association

Roy Hgias Chief Executive Officer, Lighthouse Finance

Spyros Giannoulatos Member of BoD HAPO, Managing Director Galaxidi Marine
Farm S.A.




13.00 - 14.15

loannis Foskolos

Theodoros Skylakakis

Evi Lardi

George Paximadis

Dr. Nikos Papandroulakis

Per Andreas Hjetland

Lara Barazi-Geroulanou

14.15 - 15.15

Second Session. Aquaculture and Climate Change

Moderator Journalist

Minister of Environment & Energy
Keynote Speech

Policy Officer at DG MARE, Unit for Blue Economy Sectors,

Aquaculture and Maritime Spatial Planning

Aquaculture Expert, General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean (GFCM), FAO

Research Director Research Director, Institute of Marine Biology
Biotechnology and Aquaculture (IMBBC), HCMR

Senior Vice President Business Development, AKVA Group

President of FEAP, Member of BoD HAPO, Chairman and CEO

of Kefalonia Fisheries S.A.

Lunch break




15.15 - 16.30

Dimitra Manifava

Dr. Patrick Sorgeloos

Vasiliki Kazazi

Konstantinos Lafkas

Apostolos Apostolakos

Ruth Hoban

Nikos Liberis

16.30 - 17.00
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Third Session. International Market Trends for Aquaculture Products
Moderator Journalist

Emeritus Professor of Aquaculture, Ghent University, Belgium
Managing Director TUV HELLAS (TUV NORD)

Co-Founding Partner, Uni.Fund Scaling Up and Exponential
Organizations Coach Initiator, MicroGlobals and Ambassador,
OpenExo Greece

Chief Executive Officer, C.M.F.O. S.A.

Head of Sustainability, New England Seafood Int.

Vice President HAPO , CEO Philosofish

Coffee break




17.00 - 18.15

George Alexakis

Adonis Georgiadis

Smaragdi Antonopoulou

Konstantinos Toutouzas

Evaggelos Filopoulos

loanna Arsenopoulou

Fabidan Joulins Moya

Konstantinos Bokas

Fourth Session. Health and Aquaculture

Moderator Journalist

Minister of Health, Vice President Nea Dimokratia

Keynote speech

Professor of Biochemistry Department of Dietetics-Nutrition Science

School of Health Sciences and Education, Harokopeion University

Professor of Cardiology, Director of Cardio-Oncology Unit and
Structural Heart Disease Unit, First Department of Cardiology,

National & Kapodistrian University of Athens

President of Hellenic Cancer Society

Physician Specializing in Nutritional Medicine and Public Health,
Scientific Advisor to ELIKAR on Nutrition and Prevention, Specialist

at the Greek Ombudsman in the ield of Health

Experimental Feeds Formulation and Production Co-responsible,

Ctaqua - Spain

Treasurer BoD HAPO, Managing Director Plagton Fisheries S.A.
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DAY 2 - 29 June 2024 ‘e

09.00 - 09.30 Registration

09.30- 10.00 Opening Address

Christos Kellas Deputy Minister of Rural Development and Food

Grigorios E. Zafeiropoulos Secretary, Decentralized Administration of Attica

Dr. Eleni Miliou Vice Rector of European University, Internationalization and

Student Affairs, Agricultural University of Athens

Dr. Irini Mantzouni Coordinator for the Pillar 1- Blue Growth, Ministry of Rural

Development and Food




10.00 - 11.30

Katerina Tzavara

Georgios Stratakos

Efthymia Giokala

Aggeliki Kallara

Javier Ojeda

Stella Kyvelou

loannis Chekimoglou

11.30 - 12.00

1st Workshop. Policy and Funding

Moderator Journalist

General Secretary of Rural Development and Food, Ministry

of Rural Development and Food
Director of Managing Authority of the Fisheries, Aquaculture
and Maritime Operational Program, Ministry of Rural Development

and Food

Head of the Aquaculture Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture

and Forestry and Acting Director General of Fisheries

General Secretary of the FEAP & APROMAR

Professor, Panteion University, Expert in MSP and Blue Economy,
Eastern Mediterranean Sea basin focal point, European MSP

Platform

General Secretary HAPO, Production Manager and Head of
European Programs at SKALOMA SA

Coffee break




12.00 - 14.00

Michalis Savvakis

Athanasios Kyriazis

Dr. Charles McGurk

loannis Karakostas

Stavros Anastasiou

llan Gressel

Christian Jensen

Lars Martin Sadvik Aas

Theodoros Mavrommatis

Anastasios Mamanis

Vasiliki Drakou

14.00 - 15.00
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2nd Workshop. Innovation in Aquaculture - Advanced Technology

Adaptation
Moderator, Publisher of Alieftika Nea

General Secretary for Research and Innovation and President of

“Elevate Greece S.A.”

R&D Director, Skretting International

Technical director, BioMar EMEA

Head of Fish feed Raw Materials, NIKI KORONAKI & CO.-
REPRESENTATIONS

Commercial Operations, BarAlgae

Regional Sales Director, MAREL

General Manager, AKVA Group, Submerged AS

Founder, THEMA Automation

President & Managing Director, Scientact S.A.

C.E.O, Drakou Insurance Brokers

Lunch break




15.00 - 17.00

Mary Paspaliari

loakim Diamantidis

George Kozanis

Dimitra Antypa

George Anogiatis

Kostas Seferis

Ino Chartsa

Valeska Weymann

Stella Adamidou

Jean Sebastien Bruant

Nektarios Rousianos

Elia Nikitopoulou

2nd Workshop. Innovation in Aquaculture - Advanced Technology

Adaptation (Continue)

Moderator, Project Development Manager, AMBIO S.A.
General Manger, Diopas S.A.

Director of Operations & Sales, HelNet S.A.

Architect, Manager of Engineering Division, AMBIO S.A.
Product Manager, WINGS ICT Solutions

Founder, aquaManager

Argonomist in Animal Production& Aquaculture - Senior Auditor of
Agriculture TUV HELLAS (TUV NORD)

Senior Expert / Technical Key Account Aquaculture GLOBALG.A.P.
Research and Development Manager, Philosofish SA

General Director — Fermes Marines du Soleil

Sales Executive, Katradis S.A.

External Affairs Officer, BlueCycle
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DAY 2 - 29 June 2024 g
10.00 - 12.00 3rd Workshop. Fish Health Management
Evagelos Kakavoulis Moderator, CEO, AQUA VET
Athanasios Prapas Moderator, Vice President, AQUA VET
Roberto Guijaro PHARMAQ Business Unit Lead, Southern Europe, Zoetis Inc

Micro-dose Vaccines Field Experiences in the Mediterranean
Stromme Dagfinn Managing Director, PHARMAGQ Fishteq

Vaccination Automation through NFT Vaccination Machines:

A global and local case study
Amine Chaabane Aquaculture Technical and Product Manager, PHODE

Effect of a proprietary blend of essential oil bioactives on

aquaculture stress responses

11.30 - 12.00 Coffee break




12.00 -14.00 3rd Workshop. Fish Health Management (Continue)

Evagelos Kakavoulis Moderator, CEO, AQUA VET
Athanasios Prapas Moderator, Vice President, AQUA VET
Chris Mitchell Business Development Manager, WellFish Tech

Fish health insights through blood monitors

Santiago Cabaleiro Director, CETGA Technological Centre of the Aquaculture Cluster
Carlos Rodriguez Head of Aquaculture Department, CENAVISA
Tools and proposals to improve sustainability and productivity at the

hatchery level

Stavros Panoutsopoulos Sales Engineer, BactiQuant A/S

Accurate microbial monitoring in minutes

14.00 - 15.00 Lunch break




15.00 - 16.30

Leonidas Papacharisis

Katerina Katsouli

Ruth Hoban

Aggeliki Lada

Jorge Diaz Salinas

Konstantinos

Polychronakis

Cecile Baulard
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4th Workshop. Sustainable Development - ESG

Moderator, Aquaculture Business Expert, NATRECO

ESG & Sustainability Principal, Grant Thornton

Head of Sustainability, New England Seafood Int.

Regulatory Affairs, Quality, and Sustainability Manager, Kefalonia
Fisheries S.A.

Global Sustainability Manager, Skretting

Mechanical Engineer, AMBIO S.A.

Quality Assurance Manager, AVRAMAR
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REVIEW

The opening ceremony set the tone for the conference,
focusing on the promising future of aquaculture while
acknowledging the challenges that lie ahead. With a
strong lineup of speakers, the discussions reflected the
sector’s vital role both in Greece’s economy and on the
global stage. a strong emphasis was placed on the vital
role aquaculture plays in both the Greek economy and
global food security.

Kostas Tsiaras
Minister of Rural
Development and Food

The event kicked off with a keynote address from the
Minister of Rural Development and Food, Mr. Kostas
Tsiaras, who laid out the sector’s impressive
contributions to the country’s export economy. With
70-80% of Greek aquaculture products being exported,
primarily to European markets, Mr. Tsiaras noted that
aquaculture is not just a cornerstone of the agricultural
sector but also a significant driver of economic growth
in remote regions. He stressed that the industry’s
further expansion relies on the completion of critical
regulatory frameworks, such as the Aquaculture
Development Zones (POAY), and called for more focus
on innovation, product diversification, and the creation
of strong national brands.

Xiao Junzheng
Ambassador Extraordinary

>
Qo
4

In a demonstration of the global significance of
aquaculture, the Ambassador of China to Greece, Mr.
Xiao Junzheng, highlighted the fruitful collaboration
between Greece and China, which began in 2009. Mr.
Xiao outlined opportunities to further expand Greek
seafood exports to the vast Chinese market, suggesting
new trade agreements and stronger technological
cooperation. He emphasized the role that advanced
technologies can play in ensuring food safety and
quality, while also proposing the integration of Chinese
expertise in marine ranching to help Greece achieve a
balance between sustainable resource use and
environmental protection.

Building on the theme of international collaboration,
Mr.  Dimitris Melas, General Secretary of the
Hellenic-Indian Chamber of Commerce, discussed the
growing relationship between Greece and India in
aquaculture. He pointed to the recent visit of the Indian
Prime Minister to Greece and the signing of a
memorandum of cooperation in the agricultural sector
as a turning point in these relations. Mr. Melas brought
attention to India’s ambitious aquaculture initiative, the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY),
which aims to boost production sustainably. He
encouraged further knowledge exchange and trade
partnerships, which could significantly benefit Greek
companies by tapping into the rapidly expanding
Indian market.



Michalis Katrinis
Member of the Central
Committee and the
Political Assembly of
PASOK-Movement for

Change

From the domestic political front, Mr. Michalis Katrinis,
Parliamentary Representative of PASOK-Movement for
Change, took a firm stance on the critical role of
aquaculture in rural and island economies. He spoke at
length about the sector's environmental sustainability
and its growing importance as an export industry.
However, Mr. Katrinis also voiced concerns about the
inconsistent support aquaculture has received from
previous governments, urging for more coordinated
policies and reforms to help the industry fully realize its
potential.

The focus on sustainability and innovation was echoed
by Mr. Apostolos Touralias, President of the Board of
Directors of ELITE, who pointed out that Greek
aquaculture  products are already recognized
worldwide for their quality. However, he emphasized
that the sector faces significant challenges, particularly
regarding spatial planning delays that have hindered
further development. Mr. Touralias called for close
collaboration between industry, government, and local
communities to ensure that the sector remains
competitive on the global stage.

Filippos Petridis
President and CEO AMBIO
S.A.

Closing the session, Mr. Filippos Petridis, Chairman and
CEO of AMBIO S.A., reflected on the broader
importance of the conference. He underscored the
need for a robust spatial planning framework to
support continued growth in exports and attract new
investments. Mr. Petridis also highlighted the
importance of technological innovation and
international partnerships in securing a sustainable
future for Greek aquaculture.
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INVESTMENT AND FINANCING IN
AQUACULTURE: A SOLID The integration of new technologies and
FOUNDATION FOR GROWTH environmentally friendly practices was underscored as

essential for maintaining the sector's competitiveness
and sustainability. This theme resonated throughout
the session, as it was made clear that meeting
consumer and regulatory demands for sustainable
practices is critical to the sector's future.

by

Nikolaos Papathanasis
Alternate Minister of Economy & Fianance

The first session centered on investment and financing,
offering a detailed overview of the current financial
landscape and the sector's prospects. Discussions
began with an exploration of how intertwined
investments and financial support are with the overall
growth of aquaculture, highlighting both the successes
and challenges of recent years. Speakers emphasized
the importance of government and institutional
support in creating a stable environment for investors,
where clear policies and international agreements,
such as the Common Agricultural Policy, play a pivotal
role.

v
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The session also reviewed European and national vi‘ ‘ i l‘ l ‘I l"
funding programs that have been essential in boosting

aquaculture projects, with special attention given to
the need for innovative business models.




AQUACULTURE AND CLIMATE
CHANGE: ADAPTING TO THE NEW
REALITY

Theodoros Skylakakis

Minister of Environment & Energy

The second session shifted the focus to climate change,
a topic that has become increasingly central to the
future of aquaculture. The conversation was not about
a distant future but about the immediate and visible
effects of climate change, particularly warming oceans
and their impact on marine life. Experts called for
urgent action, discussing strategies to help the industry
adapt torising sea temperatures and the related risks to
fish health.

There was a significant emphasis on enhancing genetic
diversity within aquaculture stocks to improve
resilience against environmental stressors and diseases.
The session also explored advanced management
practices aimed at mitigating climate-related risks.
Policymakers were urged to «create flexible,
forward-thinking regulations that could respond to the
rapidly evolving challenges posed by climate change.

International cooperation emerged as a key theme,
with panelists calling for global collaboration on
research, funding, and policy development to address
the cross-border nature of both climate change and
aquaculture.




INTERNATIONAL MARKET TRENDS
FOR AQUACULTURE PRODUCTS:
SUSTAINABILITY IN THE SPOTLIGHT

The third session brought the conversation back to
market trends, with a special focus on consumer
expectations and sustainability in the European
market. The discussion kicked off with an analysis of
how aquaculture is adapting to increasingly stringent

environmental regulations, with sustainability no
longer seen as an option but a necessity. Certification
processes are now heavily oriented towards proving
environmental responsibility, and product safety is
considered a given.

The session also touched on the logistical complexities
of delivering fresh aquaculture products to consumers,
with speakers showcasing innovations in packaging
and distribution, such as modified atmosphere
packaging. These advancements not only preserve the
freshness and nutritional value of the products but also
align with consumer demands for transparency,
providing information on the environmental impact of
the food they buy.

Another point of focus was the growing influence of
consumer education on purchasing decisions. As
awareness of environmental and ethical
increases, consumers are looking beyond price and
quality, seeking out products with certifications that
guarantee sustainable practices.

issues

This shift has led to a significant rise in demand for
eco-labeled and responsibly sourced seafood. Panelists
highlighted the need for aquaculture producers to
engage in more effective communication strategies to
help consumers understand the value of certified
products, which can ultimately lead to stronger brand
loyalty and market differentiation.

Looking forward, the panel emphasized the need for
continued  innovation, both  biological and
technological, to ensure that aquaculture can meet the
growing global demand for fish while maintaining its
commitment to sustainability.
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HEALTH AND AQUACULTURE -
LINKING NUTRITION AND PUBLIC
HEALTH

Adonis Georgiadis
Minister of Health,
Vice President Nea Dimokratia

For the first time in the history of the congress, a
dedicated session was focused on the link between
aquaculture and public health, highlighting the
growing recognition of aquaculture’s role in addressing
not only environmental and economic challenges but
also global health issues. This session explored how
aquaculture can contribute positively to public health
by providing nutritious food and supporting healthier
diets.

Experts discussed the significant nutritional
advantages of fish, such as high protein content and
omega-3 fatty acids, and how these benefits play a
crucial role in preventing chronic diseases. The session
emphasized how aquaculture products, when
integrated into broader health and nutritional
strategies, can enhance public health outcomes.

The conversation also touched on the importance of
improving aquafeeds to enhance the nutritional value
of farmed fish. This innovation is seen as a key driver in
ensuring that aquaculture not only meets sustainability
goals but also contributes to healthier populations.

There was a call for closer alignment between public
health policies and aquaculture practices, with
panelists advocating for greater collaboration between
promote fish

industry and government to
consumption as part of a healthy diet.

The session concluded with a strong call for ongoing
collaboration ~ between  health  professionals,
policymakers, and the aquaculture industry to ensure
that the health benefits of fish are fully integrated into
dietary guidelines and public health strategies.




Christos Kellas
Deputy Minister of Rural Development & Food

The second day of the 2024 Aquaculture Congress
opened with Deputy Minister Christos Kellas, who
emphasized aquaculture’s crucial role in Greece’s
strategy to boost exports and strengthen the primary
sector. He highlighted the industry’s low environmental
footprint and growing international demand for Greek
products. Kellas called for accelerated licensing,
simplified bureaucracy, and better spatial planning to
support further growth, noting that over one billion
euros in funding will be available through key
programs.

Grigorios E. Zafeiropoulos
Secretary, Decentralized
Administration of Attica

Gregorios Zafeiropoulos, General Secretary of the
Decentralized Administration of Attica, stressed the
importance of cooperation between public authorities
and businesses. He noted the progress in licensing
aquaculture units in the Attica region and emphasized
aquaculture’s strategic importance for Greece’s
agricultural exports.
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Mr.  Zafeiropoulos also called for the swift
establishment of Aquaculture Development Zones to
support sustainable expansion.

Dr. Eleni Miliou
Vice Rector of European University
Internationalization and Student Affairs,
Agricultural University of Athens

Dr. Eleni Miliou, Vice-Rector of the Agricultural
University of Athens, focused on the role of research
and innovation in supporting the sector. She
highlighted the university’s work with aquaculture
companies to improve fish health and reduce
environmental impact, noting the university’s long
history of leadership in aquaculture education and
knowledge transfer.

Dr. Irini Mantzouni
Coordinator for the Pillar 1-
Blue Growth, Ministry of
Rural Development and
Food

Dr. lIrene Mantzouni, Coordinator of EUSAIR,
highlighted the significance of the European Union
Strategy for the Adriatic and lonian Region, focusing on
Blue Growth, including aquaculture. She emphasized
the importance of sustainable resource use and
cross-border  collaboration in  enhancing the
competitiveness of coastal areas. Mantzouni also
discussed Greece’s role in leading the EUSAIR



The workshops shifted the spotlight to practical
strategies for policy development, innovation, and
sustainability, all essential for the future of the industry.
With workshops covering key issues such as regulatory
frameworks, cutting-edge technology, and
environmental challenges, the discussions were aimed
at creating actionable solutions to ensure the
long-term resilience of aquaculture in Greece and
beyond.

POLICY AND FUNDING -
STEAMLINING FOR GROWTH

The first workshop of the day focused on the
importance of policy and funding in advancing
aquaculture in Greece. Participants agreed on the
urgent need to streamline procedures, with all
stakeholders emphasizing that sustainability must be
at the heart of every initiative. Collaboration between
ministries emerged as a key point of discussion,
particularly in relation to advancing the necessary
regulations that would support the growth of the
sector.

One of the critical issues raised was the development of
a joint ministerial decision regarding fishing tourism in
aquaculture areas and lagoons, a move seen as pivotal
for fostering growth and integrating aquaculture with
tourism. The Multiannual Strategic Plan for Aquaculture
was also highlighted, with officials noting that while
fund absorption exceeded expectations, the resources
available are still insufficient to cover all program goals.
Clear objectives and more robust funding were
identified as necessary to fully realize the plan's
potential.

Spatial planning was another major topic, with
attention given to the designated Aquaculture Zones
(AZA). Government representatives underscored their
active involvement in advancing these initiatives,
pointing to coordinated efforts between ministries and
the general secretariat to accelerate the process. The
message was clear: spatial planning is crucial for the
sustainable expansion of the industry.
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INNOVATION IN AQUACULTURE -
TECHNOLOGY AS A CATALYST FOR
SUSTAINABILITY

Athanasios Kyriazis
General Secretary for
Research and Innovation

President of
“Elevate Greece S.A k

The second workshop turned the focus toward
innovation and the integration of advanced
technologies in aquaculture. Sponsors and experts
showcased various cutting-edge solutions, with
sustainability and technological adaptation taking
center stage. Discussions emphasized the need for
increased private sector involvement in research and
innovation, particularly in a country like Greece, which
is a leading producer of Mediterranean aquaculture
fish.

One of the highlights was the exploration of alternative
protein sources, such as insect-based and microbial
proteins, aimed at reducing the environmental impact
of fish feeds. The Sponsors presented advanced
technologies like automated feeding systems, biomass
measurement tools, and real-time monitoring systems.
These innovations are seen as crucial for enhancing the
efficiency of operations and ensuring high standards in
fish welfare.

The role of processing technologies also featured
prominently, with discussions on how automation,
artificial intelligence, and robotics can reduce waste
and maintain product quality from farm to consumer.
The integration of these technologies, panelists argued,
is key to meeting the increasing global demand for
high-quality fresh fish

Insurance was another critical aspect explored during
this workshop, with experts discussing its role in
managing the inherent risks of aquaculture. As
environmental changes become more unpredictable,
insurance is becoming a vital tool for safeguarding the
financial stability and sustainability of aquaculture
businesses.




FISH HEALTH MANAGEMENT -
ENSURING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

The third workshop brought fish health to the forefront,
with experts who traveled from eight different
European cities presenting the latest trends and
solutions for managing fish health in global and

Mediterranean aquaculture.  The discussions
underscored the need for innovative approaches to
ensure the sustainability and resilience of the sector.
Topics such as disease management, biosecurity, and
genetic improvement were discussed in depth, offering
valuable insights into how the industry can better
prepare for future challenges.

Fish health management is increasingly recognized as a
pillar of sustainable aquaculture, and the workshop
highlighted the importance of continuous research and
development in this area. Panelists stressed that
proactive health management not only improves the
welfare of the fish but also boosts productivity and
reduces environmental impact, making it a win-win for
the industry and the environment.

Roberto Guijara
PHARMALD Business Unit Lead, Southern Europe, Zoets Inc

re Manays' 4
Inua:ui!u ”

France
phodeé, Stromme Dagfinn

Managing Director, PHARMAD Fishreg

-.'!"‘ '

Amine Chaabane
Aquaculiture Technlcal and Product Manager, PHODE

Chris Mitchell

Bissiness Bevelopment Manager, WollFish Tach

Santiago Cabaleiro
Dirécoor CETGA Technological Centre of the Aquacultare Cluster

Carlos Rodriguez
Hinid of Aquaculture Department, CENAVISA

Stavros Panoutsopoulos
Sales Englnber, BactiChant A/S
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ESG - T . . :
ransparency in ESG reporting was a major challenge

ALIGNING AQUACULTURE WITH N : . .
GLOBAL STANDARDS h|gh||ght(?d during the workshop, .Wlth bu5|nes:<,es
urged to improve the accuracy of their data collection

T e o and presentation. Standards and certifications were
: : — seen as only the first step in creating positive
environmental and social impacts, with panelists
calling for deeper engagement with local communities

and stakeholders.

The final workshop of the day, titled "Sustainable
Development and ESG," marked an important step in
integrating environmental, social, and governance
(ESG) principles into aquaculture practices. This was the
first time the congress featured such an extensive focus
on ESG, underscoring its growing importance in the
industry. The discussions centered on the critical role of
sustainability, ecological management, and
compliance with ESG standards to ensure aquaculture's
long-term viability.

The day concluded with a discussion on the
environmental footprint of the conference itself, as
organizers introduced initiatives to measure and
reduce the carbon emissions of the event. Efforts such
as promoting the use of public transportation and
recycled materials were presented as small but
meaningful steps toward more sustainable event
practices.

Panelists discussed the ambitious goals of the
European Green Deal, which aims to make Europe the
first climate-neutral continent by 2050. Innovative
solutions, such as circular economy practices and
resource enhancement technologies, were presented
as essential tools for meeting these targets. The
conversation also touched on the environmental
footprint of aquaculture, particularly the emissions
generated from plant-based feed ingredients like soy.
Panelists stressed the need for alternative solutions to
reduce emissions and urged companies to collaborate
with suppliers to find more sustainable feed options.




CONCLUSION

To 30 Khadikd Zuvidpio IxBuokaitpysiag 2024
emkevipwOnke ot Otpata  o6mwg o1 emevdloelg, N
BiwoipdtTa, o1 vieg Texvoloyieg, kabag kai ol ToNTIkéG kal
oTpatnyikég mou amairouvral yia Ty avantuén rou khadou.
Avayvoepiotnkav ol TpokAfoelg Tou  avriperomiler o
kAadog, 18iwg doov adopd TiG KNIHATIKEG EMTITOOEIG KAl TOV
S1e0vn) avraywviopo, eve mapalinia TovioTnke n onpacia
MG ouvepyaoiag ot Ovikd kar Siebvig emimedo yia v

emiteuén Biooipwv Notov.

@ 0o Si1ebveiq ayopig Kkal o1 EPTTOPIKEG TTPOOTITIKEG
BptBnkav oto emikevipo Twv oulnmoswv. H ENNaSa karéyel
nyerikn Oion omyv mapaywyn kar eéaywyn mpoidviwy
ixOuokal\iépyeiag, kai o oulnmoeg  katédaéav TG
eukaipieg mou mpoaodiper n e€wotpideia Tou kKAadou, kabug
Kal Tr| onpacia TG evioxuorng TOV EUTTOPIKOY OXECEWV e
xwpeg omwg n Kiva kai n Ivéia.

P‘ Evag akopa onpavrikdg topéag mou eéerdotnke Arav
n xpnHarodormon kai or emevdloeg. H avammuén g
ixBuokaliépyeiag e€aprdatar ot peydho Pabpd amd mv
urmapén katdMnhewv xpnpatodotikay epyaleiov Kal v
umootpién Tav kuPepvhoewy kai Twv SiEbvav opyaviopoy.
O1 emevdloeig oy épeuva, OtV KalvoTopia Kai OTIg
TEXvoNoyieg aIxpng €ival amapaitTeg yia va Tapapeivel o

kAad0G aviaywvIoTIKOG.

- b —

}‘ To Otpa tou xwporalikol oyediaopol kai g
amhouoTeuong Twv S1adikaciby amoTéNeoe Kevipikd onpeio
avadopdg otig oulnmoeig. H avaykn yia m Siapdpdwon
evog oadolq kal epappdoipou xwporaéikol mhaiciou Ba
emrpeyel ) Biooiun avanruén g ixBuokalitpyeiag, evorn
kaBuotipnon omv epappoyr Tou xwporalikol amoTee

Tpoxomédn yia v eméktaon Tou kAadou, kai n dpeon
avriperomion Tou Ofpatog kpiveral amapait yia va
SieukohuvBolv o1 emevloeig kar n avamtuén  viev

povadwv.

P Yroypappiomke 1 n evioxuon Mg Katavdwong
yapioy ptow Piocipwy mpaktikey ixBuokalNiépyeiag pmopei
va éxe Oetikég emmTooeg oty avBpomivn uyeia, evo n

TOIOTNTA TWV YapIOV ouvdieral APeca pe TIG TIPAKTIKEG

Siaxeipiong g vyeiag Twv idiwv Twv {owy.

@ Siaitepn tudaon §60nke ot Piwcipdmra kar oty
avaykn evowparwong twv apxwv ESG orig emyeipnparikég
mpakTikéG Tou kKAGSou. O1 ouppetéxovTeg uToypAppioay T
onpacia g  mepifalovrikig  Siaxeipiong,  evo
avayvepiotnke n avaykn yia avantuén Kavotopev AUoewy
mou peiwvouv To amotimwpa avBpaka kar evioxlouv v

KUKAIKT| olkovopia.

> Supnepacparikd, To Tuvedpio avédae Ty avéykn
yia pia oNoTIKf kai pakporpoBeopn mpootyyion oty
avarmuén g 1xBuokaliépysiag. Emonpavnke om
peEMovTik Topeia Tou kKAGdou e€apratar amd T otev)
ouvepyaoia petall kuPepviotwy, emyepiocwy Kal g
EMOTNUOVIKAG  Kolvotntag, wote va  SilacdpaNioTel  n
Snuioupyia  evdg  Pivoipou  kar  avBektikol  mAaiciou
Nemoupyiag. Or Seopelosig mou avalidbnkav katd T
Siapkeia Tou Zuvedpiou amoteholv kabopioTiké Bripa mpog
aut) v katebBuvon, emdivkoviag va ocuvdudoouv

Biwvoipn avamruén pe TV oIkovopiki eunpepia.
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AQUACULTURE CONGRESS 2024
CARGO CO2 EMISSIONS

As part of our ongoing commitment to sustainability,
we conducted a comprehensive carbon footprint
assessment for the Aquaculture Congress 2024, hosted
in Athens, Greece. Our preliminary estimate indicated
emissions of 33 tons of CO2 equivalent (CO2eq). How-
ever, through a detailed analysis incorporating partici-
pant questionnaires from over 600 attendees we
captured travel data along with the evaluation of
electricity consumption of the Athens Megaron, waste
management and catering, the final carbon footprint
was refined to 35 tons of CO2eq.

This assessment forms a cornerstone of our strategy to
move towards carbon-neutral events. By identifying
key emission sources, we are better equipped to intro-
duce targeted initiatives aimed at minimizing environ-
mental impact. These include the adoption of renew-
able energy, optimization of waste management, and
the implementation of carbon offset strategies, all of
which are integral to our goal of making future
congresses more sustainable.

FINAL VALIDATION OF THE AQUACULTURE CONGRESS 2024 CO2 EMISSIONS

Transportation for Greek
visitors 13.7%

Transportation for
International visitors
41.1%

Total 35 tons of
CO2eq

DATA COLLECTED VIA QUESTIONNAIRE DURING THE CONGRESS
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